
Bite and Chew 
Day 3:  Today we are learning about the teeth of 

carnivorous and omnivorous mammals. 

CARNIVORES are predators that catch and kill other 

animals, also called prey, for food. 

That requires very strong teeth for 

tearing through skin and flesh. Almost 

all CARNIVORES have very large and 

strong CANINES. The largest CANINES 

ever belonged to the now extinct 

Saber-Tooth Cat.  CARNIVORES also 

have INCISORS, but they are rather small. For cutting the 

meat in their mouth before swallowing, CARNIVORES use 

their PREMOLARS. They do not have MOLARS, since 

grinding is not needed for meat. 

Challenge: Try to eat like a carnivore. Bite into a piece 

of chicken, steak or jerky and observe which teeth you 

are using. If you are a vegetarian try a tough piece of 

bread. 



OMNIVORES eat plants and meat, depending on what is 

available. Looking at the teeth of 

OMNIVORES, you can see that they 

have the teeth of HERBIVORES 

(incisors and molars), as well as 

the teeth of CARNIVORES (canines 

and pre-molars). The big difference is that neither set of 

teeth is as specialized. The incisors in a OMNIVORE are 

not as prominent as in a CARNIVORE and the molars are 

not anywhere as large and thick as they are in 

HERBIVORES. That does not mean that OMNIVORES don’t 

have a good bite! Coyotes and Foxes can still hunt 

successfully for rodents as well as chomping on berries. 

Pigs can be very dangerous due to their long canines, 

but still prefer eating potatoes. And as a human you 

know, you can enjoy something as crunchy as an apple, 

as soft as a banana, or as chewy as BBQ chicken. If you 

pay attention to which teeth you are using while eating 

you’ll see that all the teeth in your mouth are important 

to get the most nutrition out of your food. 



Tomorrow we will look at some very different kind of 

teeth. Have fun matching some skulls and use what you 

learned! 

Stefanie 


