
The Final Outcome - Scat 

Day 4:  After learning everything about mammal scat, 
today we are going to look at the scat of reptiles, birds 
and some other animal groups. 

The biggest difference between mammals, reptiles and 
birds is the way they eliminate waste. 
As you know, when you go to the bathroom, you can 
separate urine (pee or No.1) and stool (poop or No.2). 
Reptiles, birds and amphibians can’t do that. They only 
have one opening for poop, pee and eggs, called the 
cloaca or vent. In most reptiles and birds the pee comes 
together with the poop and is solid.  



Here is a typical picture of reptile and bird scat. The size 
and shape varies, of course, but you get the idea. 

 
 
urine (pee)        feces (poop) 
white          dark 

Some desert animals don’t frequently pee and save their 
water until they can drink again.  
Tortoises can hold their water for up to one year! That 
does make it difficult to identify their scat as being 
from a reptile. Since tortoises only eat plants it looks 
like all other HERBIVORE scat. 

The scat size depends on the size of the tortoise. 

Tortoise Scat



Lizard scat is normally tiny and hard to find. If you 
have seen lizards around your house, keep your eyes 
open. With a 
magnifying glass you 
can identify if the 
lizard was an 
HERBIVORE or a 
CARNIVORE. When the 
lizard ate insects you 
can find beetle parts, 
like shiny wings. 

 

Snake scat comes in all 
sizes, depending on the 
size of the snake.  
When the scat is fresh it 
stinks really bad - 
typical for CARNIVORES. 
It normally is long and 
somewhat twisted. 



I am sure you all have seen bird poop around your 
house or on your car. 

Not all bird scat is created equal. 

Birds of prey, like owls and eagles, 
throw up everything they can’t digest, 
in a pellet. Those pellets can contain 
bones, fur and feathers. 

  
Their scat is mostly 
liquid and white. 
You can see it close to nests or roosting 
spots in the rocks. 

Smaller songbirds that mostly eat seeds 
make small solid scats with white urine in 
the middle and dark feces around it. 

Birds that eat insects, other small animals and seeds, 
often make scat that looks worm like. 
Sometimes it is straight and sometimes all 
curled up. 

I hope you have fun looking for some smaller and 
difficult to identify scat!


